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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

[YOUR TOWN/CITY, STATE/PROVINCE, COUNTRY] 

On Friday, February 19, 2010 [YOUR TOWN/CITY, STATE/PROVINCE, COUNTRY] students and educators will participate in a ground-breaking three-hour virtual event called “The Crisis in Haiti: What Can YOU Do to Help?” This unique live program features presentation from students around the world via high-speed videoconference, along with scientists and agency representatives from federal and non-profit organizations worldwide all focused on what can still be done to help the victims of the Haiti earthquake. 

“The Crisis in Haiti: What Can YOU Do to Help?” project is made available through MAGPI with support from The World Food Program, National Youth Leadership Council, Oxfam America, Philadelphia Global Water Initiative, Global Nomads, The Exploratorium Science Center, Multicultural Youth Exchange, Florida International University, CIARA, University of Porto, the University of Pennsylvania, and Tandberg. The live student presentations range in format from musical presentations including 1st grade students in Ponder, Texas singing “Put A Little Love in Your Heart” to student-created digital projects such as the “Sending Love from Taiwan” video created by high school students at National Dali High School in Dali City, Taiwan. Additional student presentations will be given by primary and secondary schools from all corners of the world including Texas, Minnesota, Massachusetts, California, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Portugal, and Taiwan. 

In addition to the student presentations, the schedule includes presentations from agency representatives and researchers from global and local organizations including:  The Word Food Program on their response to the crisis in Haiti; scientists from the Exploratorium Science Center in San Francisco, California who will be explaining “The Big Picture” on the geology of Haiti that contributed to the catastrophic event; Oxfam representatives on their efforts to rebuild; representatives from Global Nomads will be announcing their new $500,000 challenge grant for students to help rebuild schools in Haiti; a local scientist from the Philadelphia Global Water Initiative on the water and sanitation challenges; a presentation on Political, Social and Infrastructure Issues in Haiti by Florida International University; and The Center for High-Impact Philanthropy at the University of Pennsylvania offering smart philanthropic ways to help Haiti’s earthquake victims.  

The Feb. 19th “The Crisis in Haiti: What Can YOU Do to Help?” event will also be viewable by the public at large through a live webstream available on the event webpage at http://www.magpi.net/Community/Programs/Crisis-Haiti-What-Can-YOU-Do-Help. Schools and library organizations are also encouraged to broadcast the live webstream in public areas within their communities to further stimulate awareness. Schools and individuals are also invited to communicate via social networking platforms, facilitating interaction between students worldwide in a global youth response to this crisis.

Additional information about this groundbreaking event including details on all the scheduled performances and presentations are available on the website at http://www.magpi.net/Community/Programs/Crisis-Haiti-What-Can-YOU-Do-Help.


<YOUR SCHOOL> in [YOUR TOWN/CITY, STATE/PROVINCE, COUNTRY] has been uniquely selected to participate in this exciting event. Area students, educators, parents, and interested community members are invited to attend. <Insert detailed information about local site, videoconference time and other info>

Technical services and facilitation of “The Crisis in Haiti: What Can You Do to Help?” project in [YOUR TOWN/CITY, STATE/PROVINCE, COUNTRY] are provided through [local/state entities providing technical support].

About MAGPI
MAGPI, The University of Pennsylvania's Internet2 hub, provides regional and Internet2 connectivity to its member institutions in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware. MAGPI is committed to promoting advanced applications, collaborations, and services for the K20 research and education community through high performance networking technology. For more information about MAGPI, visit http://www.magpi.net
