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Teacher:  
Mrs. Robyn Russell 

Course: 
English I – 9th grade
Tutoring: 
Wed 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Classroom: 
B-3
Phone: 
(817)299-7500


E-mail:

robynrussell@misdmail.org
Twitter: 
russro



WWW:

http://robynrussell.weebly.com/
MISD High School Handbook Web Site: http://www.mansfieldisd.org/schools.htm
Mansfield High School website: http://www.mansfieldisd.org/mhs/index.html
Course Description – English I for Grade 9, 1 credit
This course covers grammar, literature, composition, vocabulary development, and spelling. Development of reading skills, writing, and language concepts are stressed. Students focus on various types of literature including plays, novels, and poetry and develop writing skills through multiple compositions.
Class Textbook
Literature Grade 9 by Holt McDougal – Students will be given a login and password to access an online textbook. 
Supplementary Readings – Student are encouraged to purchase their own copy. 

Whirligig by Paul Fleishman, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, and (time permitting) Speak* by Laurie H. Anderson
Classroom Rules

All students can learn and behave appropriately.  To guarantee all students in my classroom the excellent learning climate each deserves, I use the following class rules.

1. Please be attentive, calm, confident, focused, honest, inspired, optimistic, organized, patient, positive, proactive, reasonable, reliable, respectful, and supportive.

2. Please try not to argue, beg, bully, complain, criticize, demand, embarrass, give up, hesitate, insult, interrupt, offend, or whine.
Required Materials 

Pencil, Blue/Black pen, 3-Ring binder (1 inch) with college rule paper, and highlighter
Any donations of waterless hand sanitizer, tissue, and disinfectant spray/wipes would be greatly appreciated. 
Course Calendar/Schedule

Unit 1 –Short Stories, Vocab 1-3 
Unit 2 –Whirligig, Vocab 4-6 
Unit 3 –Poetry/Research/Speak*, Vocab 7-9 
Unit 4 –Speeches/To Kill a Mockingbird, Vocab 10-12  

Unit 5 –Romeo and Juliet, Vocab 13-15 
Unit 6 –The Odyssey, Vocab 16-18 
Telecommunications Devices (Mobile Phones)
The District prohibits the use of all telecommunications devices, including mobile phones at all MISD schools during the instructional school day, from the morning entry bell to afternoon dismissal bell. Students shall be allowed to possess such devices; however, such devices shall not be visible and shall remain turned off during the instructional school day. 
MP3 Players, Radios, CD Players, Laser Pointers, and Other Electronic Devices and Games 

Students are not permitted to possess such items as laser pointers, video or audio recorders, camcorders, cameras, or electronic devices or games at school, unless prior permission has been obtained from the teacher/principal.
Attendance Policy 

The attendance policy is set forth by the district and must be followed.  
Tardy Policy

The attendance policy is set forth by the district and must be followed.  Students will be “locked out” when the tardy bell rings.  Students must go to their AP and retrieve a time/date stamped pass, which must be brought to the classroom to gain entrance.  Students that are 20+ minutes late = unexcused absence.
ID Policy 

The ID policy is set forth by the district and must be followed.  IDs may not be attached to purses, backpacks, pants, keys, or etc. It must be around the neck and visible at all times. 

Dress Code

The dress code policy is set forth by the district and must be followed.  
Missed Exams/Assignments/Late Work

· Attendance is extremely important.  However, if a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain the make-up assignment and/or schedule a time to take any make-up tests.  For unexcused absences, make up work (assignments and tests) can be made-up with a maximum grade possible being a 70. Make-up tests will not be given in class, but must be taken during tutoring hours. 
· No Daily or Homework assignments will be accepted late.  
· Essay/Writing/Speech Assignments will be accepted one (1) scheduled class day late with the highest grade possible being a 70.  
· Assignments must be turned in at the beginning of the scheduled class block. 
· Major Projects will have a due date window.  Students will be notified of the appropriate due dates.  Assignments will not be accepted after the last class block of that window.  
Test Retakes 

· Students will be allowed to demonstrate proficiency of learning objectives by means of a retest for a maximum of 70% of the original score possible.
· Test retakes will ONLY be given during tutoring times. No retakes will be given during class. 
· Students must complete the retest within two (2) class days of failing grade notification.
· Students MAY NOT retake semester examinations (mid term or final exam).
· All retakes must be completed prior to the end of each six week grading period.
Profanity

Profanity will absolutely not be tolerated and subject to disciplinary action.  Profanity is considered a disruption of the educational environment, and a police citation may be issued by MISD Police Department if a violation of law occurs.

Academic Dishonesty 

The academic dishonesty policy is set forth by the district and must be followed.  
Grading Percentages 



Grading Scale

15% 
Daily 




A = 90-100
20% 
Quizzes 



B = 80-89
30% 
Test/Major Assessments 

C = 70-79
35% 
Writing




F = 69 and below
Grading Periods (6 weeks)

1st Semester   

8/23 – 10/1

10/4 – 11/12


11/15 – 1/13 
2nd Semester

1/18 – 2/25 

2/28 – 4/15 


4/18 – 6/2
Student Services

MISD offers a variety of services for students and parents, such as: ACCEL, ACE, Distance Learning, Dual Credit, Campus Support Groups, Career and Technology Programs, AVID, Counseling Services, Credit Recovery Programs, Pregnancy Related Services, Special Education, and other special programs.  Please contact your teacher, counselor, or principal to request information about one of these fine programs. Also, please be aware of tutoring services offered by all MHS teachers. Each teacher is required to offer at least one (1) hour of tutoring per week. It is the responsibility of the student to take advantage of these tutoring opportunities.  
Final Note for Students and Parents

I will go over specific classroom procedures with all students on the first day of class to cover policies and procedures that are specific to me.  There will be a learning period where we practice, practice, practice until the students are comfortable in their routine. We share a common goal for your son or daughter to successfully learn and grow this year.  It is important that we communicate early and clearly if your child is having a problem in my class.  My conference times are 2nd block (A Day) and 8th block (B Day).  The best way to communicate with me is through e-mail.  I check my e-mail several times a day, and will respond quickly in most instances.  I appreciate the cooperation of both students and parents.  I want my students to be successful, now and in the future.  When we work together, all students can acquire the exemplary education which Mansfield High School offers.
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Mrs. Robyn Russell     

English I/Teen Leadership II/Student Council Advisor
Mansfield High School 

