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	I.
	Course Description:


	This course consists of the study of American Literature from 1900 to the present.  The class will focus on vocabulary enhancement, writing and reading improvement, and grammar enrichment.  Critical thinking, organization, and communication skills will be emphasized.

	
	
	

	II.
	Course Objectives:
	*To become familiar with major works of American Literature

*To master basic cognitive thinking skills when listening, reading, speaking, and writing
*To demonstrate knowledge of the writing process: researching, organizing, writing,   

  revising, and referencing 

*To enhance vocabulary
*To improve communicative skills
During this course, students should become proficient in the following areas:
Grammar:  Noun and verbs forms, subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent agreement, pronoun case, parallelism, active/passive voice, punctuation, avoidance of fragments and run-ons, placement of modifiers, capitalization, italicizing/underlining, and commonly confused words.

Required Literature:  Of Mice and Men, The Great Gatsby, Macbeth, and a Modern/ Contemporary Drama such as, but not limited to: Night, Death of a Salesman, The Glass Menagerie, A Raisin in the Sun, etc.
Other Literature:  In addition to the above required texts: poetry and prose selections from Modern and Contemporary American Literature will be studied.

*Modernism- Robert Frost, Ernest Hemingway, John Steinbeck, and William Faulkner

*Symbolists and Imagists- Ezra Pound, e.e. cummings, and William Carlos Williams, 

*Harlem Renaissance- James Weldon Johnson, Claude McKay, Countee Cullen, Zora Neale Hurston, and Langston Hughes

*Contemporary Literature- Elie Wiesel, Anne Sexton, Alice Walker, and Toni Morrison

Writing and Communication Skills: Writing well-developed sentences/paragraphs, writing a research paper that demonstrates sophistication in writing skills and presenting information according to MLA documentation standards, distinguishing and selecting good, valid literary criticism and interpretation from primary and secondary sources, writing for a variety of purposes, displaying confidence in writing ability, participating in an informal debate, and preparing oral presentations or speeches.

	
	
	

	III.
	Course Requirements:  
	1. Bell Work (Consists of journal writing, grammar lessons, and vocabulary exercises)

2. Essay and research writing

3. Novel and literary unit projects/tests

4. Weekly vocabulary quizzes

5. In accordance with the Alabama State Course of Study, in order to receive credit for this

   class, students are required to complete a research project.  Students who do not turn in a

   project will be given a grade of Incomplete until the assignment is done and will not be

   allowed to register for English 12.

	
	
	

	IV.
	Materials and Supplies Needed:
	1.  3 ring binder with paper or Spiral Notebook





2.  Pencils or pens

3.  One 70-count notebook (Journal to stay in classroom)


4.  Student handbook
5.  Donations needed for Kleenex, Hand Sanitizer, Highlighters, and Magazines

	
	
	

	V.
	Grading Policy:
	Grading Period

This class is divided into nine-week categories.  Report cards will be distributed at the end of each nine-week period.  Progress reports will be distributed at three-week intervals throughout the nine weeks.
Student grades will be determined based on the following percentages:
Major Tests, Papers, & Projects



70%
Quizzes, In-class assignments, & Homework

               30%

*Cheating and plagiarism of any kind are never tolerated.  The academic misconduct 

  policy of the school will be followed in this course.
*Please note that all requests for accommodations for this course or any school event are

  welcomed from students and parents.  Any student who receives failing grades during this

  course is urged to discuss this with me so we can devise a plan for improvement.

	
	
	

	VI.
	Make-up Work/Test Policy:
*The attendance policy of the school will be followed in this course.
	Make-up exams will be given for excused absences only.  The make-up will be administered on Wednesday morning at 7:15 a.m. in the AV room.  You must make an appointment to take a make-up exam.  If the make-up day is missed without prior approval, then the missing grade will automatically convert to a zero.  

Each day’s assignment is posted on the board.  If absent, it is the student’s responsibility to see what work has been missed and to make arrangements to turn in the work.  Turn in make-up work directly to the teacher. Do not place it with other assignments being turned in. (Students with an excused absence have three days to submit make-up work.)

	
	
	

	VII.

VIII.
	Classroom Expectations:  
Discipline:
	1.  Be respectful, polite, and courteous.
2.  Be prepared (bring all required materials to class).
3.  Be on time and in your seat when the bell rings.
4.  Stay in your appropriate seat throughout the period unless given permission 

     to move about the room.


5. Follow all class rules and school policies/procedures.
Any major offense can be sent directly to an administrator.  Unacceptable behavior can be categorized as disruption, disrespect, and defiance.  Unacceptable behavior will not be tolerated.  The following are consequences for unacceptable behavior:

1st offense
Verbal/Written warning

2nd offense
After-school detention/Parent contact

3rd offense
Administrator contact


	18 – WEEK PLAN

	Week 1-2
	Modernism and the Symbolists/Imagists

Analysis of short stories and poetry, poetry writing, essay writing, vocabulary, and grammar

	Week 3-4

	Night
Contemporary non-fiction, Elie Wiesel, character and literary analysis, grammar, and vocabulary  


	Week 5-6
	The Harlem Renaissance
Analysis of poetry, grammar, and vocabulary enrichment

	Week 7-9
	The Great Gatsby 
Study of F. Scott Fitzgerald, the 1920s, literary and character analysis, vocabulary, & grammar

	Week 10-12
	Macbeth and Research Paper Writing

Background information on Shakespeare and the Elizabethan time period, tragedy, dramatic elements, modern cultural connections, research paper writing, and grammar

	Week 13-15
	Of Mice and Men

John Steinbeck, literary analysis, character analysis, grammar, and vocabulary

	Week 16-18
	Contemporary Literature

Analysis of poetry, short stories, grammar, vocabulary, writing an academic resume   


* Plan is subject to change as determined by time constraints or scheduling conflicts.
Concerning laptop utilization:
1. Under no circumstances are student laptops to be wired to the network or have print capabilities.

2. No discs, flash drives, jump drives, or other USB devices will be allowed.

3. Neither the teacher, nor the school is responsible for broken, stolen, or lost laptops.  

4. Laptops will be used at the individual discretion of the teacher.  

Note: 

1. The academic misconduct policy of the school will be followed in this course.

2. The attendance policy of the school will be followed for this course.

3. Any student who receives failing grades during this course is urged to discuss this with the teacher immediately.  Parents will be notified when a student begins to show signs of failure with opportunities to improve before the semester ends.  
*Please note that all requests for accommodations for this course or any school event are welcomed from students and parents.  Any student who receives failing grades during this course is urged to discuss this with me so we can devise a plan for improvement.

Parent and Student Contract
Dear Parent/Guardian,
         I feel fortunate to have your son/daughter in my class this semester and hope that you will contact me should you have any concerns about the progress of your child.  Please read the attached policies, then sign and date this signature page.  Make sure your child has signed it as well.  The signed “Parent and Student Contact” form is due by Friday, August 24th.  This will be your child’s first test grade so please help them by returning it for their first 100!  Please cut the contract off and return to school by Friday. KEEP THE SYLLABUS IN YOUR BINDER ALL YEAR.  
I have read and understand the rules, procedures, and expectations for my English 11 course and pledge to uphold the policies as given.  I agree to do my best in all class assignments and to ask for help when needed.

Student Printed Name ______________________________________ Date _____________
Student Signature _________________________________________
I have read all of my child’s class rules and am aware of what will be expected of my child.  I also agree to support my child’s education by placing value on that education and remaining interested in my child’s progress.  I understand that it takes the student, the teacher, and parents working together to ensure success.
Parent or Guardian Printed Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Parent or Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________Date:______________________

Home telephone #:  _______________________________________________________________________________
Work # and/or cell #: _____________________________________________________________________________
Email address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Does your child have access to a computer at home?   ____________________________________________________

Can your child access the Internet from this computer?  __________________________________________________
Additional comments/concerns:  _____________________________________________________________________
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