Student Responses for “A Modest Proposal” – Due Monday, 4/12

1. Write a modern version of Swift's essay, addressing a social problem in our own time. You could also address poverty, or unemployment, but if you wanted to shift to an environmental or other topic and keep the abrasively ironic approach, that would be fine too. Two to three pages.

3. Pretend that you are a leader in the English government. After seeing this essay, what would you write in response?

4. This essay is clearly an example of verbal irony, or sarcasm. How does sarcasm affect its environment? How does sarcasm affect interpersonal relationships? How does it affect the morale of the people who use it, and who hear it?
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