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August 15, 2013


Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

You cannot imagine how excited I am about teaching your child!  We are going to have a great time in this class, and we are going to learn a great deal together.  When I say together, I mean all of us...your child, you and me!  We will be working together as a team with a common goal.  That goal is to educate and nurture your son or daughter.  I firmly believe that we all must work together if the children are to succeed.  I can't do it alone; you can't do it alone; certainly the students can't do it alone. 
Please be involved in your child's studies and learn all over again along with them.  The rewards for active participation in your child's education are hard to see on a day-to-day basis, but they will manifest themselves down the road, I assure you.  I pledge to you that I will do my utmost best for your child.  I will work to make him or her a better person - more responsible, more caring, and more educated. 
I pledge to you that I will work to the best of my ability to teach the subject so that your child will arrive at the other end of this year with a better understanding of the material.  I pledge to care for your child while in the school so as to increase his or her self-worth. Each child is important to me.  There are no losers in my room.  True, there will be students that demonstrate behavior that is unacceptable, and we must deal with it.  I will try to be fair and open about the problems, and I will let you know of any - if and when they arise. 
I pledge to keep you informed of all that is happening in my class.  I will communicate through my class website, e-mail, and telephone calls so that you will know when your child has done something wonderful or something not so great.  I pledge to be open to your communication.  You may send e-mail to rrussell@tallapoosak12.org or call the school (256)825-7848 when you need to schedule a conference or just ask a question.  You can also view my website at www.robynrussell.weebly.com where I upload information, lesson plans, handouts, and anything else that I feel would help my students. 
From all this, I hope that you have gotten the idea that I take my job seriously, and I want to do the best for your son or daughter while they are in my care.  Let's work to make this a great year! 

Thank you, 



Robyn Russell
Dadeville High School
Pre-AP English 10, English 12, Honors English 12, & Yearbook


MRS. RUSSELL’S SYLLABUS & CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Teacher:  	Mrs. Robyn Russell 	
Course: 	Pre-AP English 10
Tutoring: 	Tuesdays & Thursdays 3:15 - 4:00 p.m.
Classroom: 	502

Phone: 			(256)825-7848
E-mail:			rrussell@tallapoosak12.org
My website: 		http://robynrussell.weebly.com
Dadeville website: 	http://www.tallapoosak12.org/

COURSE GOAL
This course challenges honors students to do college level reading and writing through in depth study of British Literature, analysis of non-fiction prose, and extensive essay writing.  Students taking this course should be highly motivated to improve analytical thinking and writing and thinking skills for college success.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
	1st 9 Week Plan 
	The first nine weeks will explore the concept of “freedom” from multiple perspectives. The early colonial non-fiction texts provide insight into reasons for exploration and the need for escape. These works present the desires and struggles of those who came in search of all things new. Additionally, the memoir Warriors Don’t Cry proves that the struggle to find freedom is, unfortunately, a struggle that transcends cultures and generations. The works selected for this nine weeks should foster deep thought and rich discussion that will lead students to understand the universal themes of freedom and equality. 
Major Work:  Warriors Don’t Cry (Melba Pattillo Beals)
Historical Documents: from The General History of Virginia by John Smith
Poetry: “The Author to Her Book” by Anne Bradstreet and “Huswifery” by Edward Taylor
Nonfiction: from “Speech to the Virginia Convention” by Patrick Henry and Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson and from “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathan Edwards (excerpts from Olaudah Equiano’s The Interesting Narrative in the Life of Olaudah Equiano 
Artwork: Washington Crossing the Delaware Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze

	2nd 9 Week Plan 
	The second nine weeks will explore the concept of justice from multiple perspectives. The short stories will provide an entry-point for literary analysis and a meaningful basis for the research project. The major work selected for this nine weeks, The Scarlet Letter, should foster deep thought and rich discussion that will lead students to understand the universal themes of justice and tolerance. 
Major Work: The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Short Stories: “The Devil and Tom Walker” by Washington Irving and “The Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allan Poe: “The Minister’s Black Veil” by Nathaniel Hawthorne; “The Outcasts of Poker Flat” by Bret Harte 
Nonfiction: Secondary sources for research paper topic 
Poetry: “This is my letter to the world” by Emily Dickinson 
Artwork: Photograph of Elizabeth Paine’s grave marker

	3rd 9 Week Plan 
	The third nine weeks will focus on the human struggle for power. The anchor text, Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, provides ample opportunities for teachers to explore this topic and related themes with their students. Additionally, the poetry of Donne, Randall, Hughes, and Brooks supplements the unit; the speakers of the selected poems provide unique voices and viewpoints concerning their own struggles for power and equality. Lincoln’s speeches and Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham City Jail” are rich texts that provide a historical and realistic aspect of man’s struggle for power. 
Major Work: William Shakespeare, the Tragedy of Julius Caesar
Poetry: John Donne, “Death Be Not Proud”; Dudley Randall, “Booker T. and WEB”; Langston Hughes, “Mother to Son”; Gwendolyn Brooks, “We Real Cool”
Nonfiction: Abraham Lincoln, “First Inaugural Address” and “Gettysburg Address”; Clergymen's letter to MLK, Jr; MLK, Jr., “Letter from Birmingham City Jail” 
Visual Text:  Lincoln film; 

	4th 9 Week Plan 

	The fourth nine weeks will focus on the human struggle for identity. The anchor text, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
by Mark Twain provides ample opportunities for teachers to explore this topic and related themes with their students. Additionally, students will explore how individuals often incorporate satire as a method of presenting ideas within social constructs that often neglect or ignore the individual’s belief system.
Major Work: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
Poetry: “War is Kind” by Stephen Crane
Non Fiction: “The Great Imagination Heist” by Reynolds Price; “All Together Now” by Barbara Jordan
Artwork: Political Cartoons 


	
TEXTBOOK  
Prentice Hall Literature, The American Experience Beginnings to 1900, Grade 10 (2014) Note: Our textbooks are new.  If a textbook is lost or stolen when it is checked out to you, you will be required to pay the fine with the bookkeeper. 

9 WEEK GRADING POLICY

1. Minor 20% (Daily, Quizzes, & Homework)
2. Major 60% (Tests, Projects, & Essays)
3. EOC 20% (End of Course Exams) 
SUPPLY LIST

3 ring binder
Blue or black pen
Pencil
1 Box Kleenex
Loose leaf paper 
Planner or calendar 


Classroom Rules
All students can learn and behave appropriately.  To guarantee all students in my classroom the excellent learning climate each deserves, I use the following class rules.
1. Be attentive, calm, confident, focused, honest, inspired, optimistic, organized, patient, positive, proactive, reasonable, reliable, respectful, and supportive.
2. Do not argue, beg, bully, complain, criticize, demand, embarrass, give up, hesitate, insult, interrupt, offend, or whine.

Attendance Policy
Each student is expected to be in class from bell to bell. Students are to take advantage of the passing period to use the lavatory. Restroom passes may be acquired only during appropriate times of the class period. No restroom pass will be issued in the first 20 minutes or the last 5 minutes of class, and it is the responsibility of the student to return promptly. Abuse of this policy will revoke all future privileges at the discretion of the teacher.

Tardy Policy
Learn to be on time-your future professors and/or employers will expect it, and professionalism demands it. Please follow the policy as outlined in the Dadeville High School Handbook. Tardies will be recorded and turned in.  Please be on time. 

Dress Code
Students have a detailed Dress Code Policy as outlined in the Dadeville High School Handbook.  Please adhere closely to this policy as students that do not will receive consequences accordingly. 

Behavior Expectations
Please respect other students, including their opinions and their property. Listen to and respect the opinion of your colleagues who are, in this case, fellow students. Private conversations between individuals or within groups when someone is speaking are rude. Failure to comply with guidelines for student behavior will result in first, a warning (verbal or non-verbal), followed by detention and phone call/email home (if the behavior continues), and finally, a referral to the office. Consistently positive behavior will result in verbal praise, positive phone call or email to parents, self-selected seating, homework passes, opportunities to run errands and complete fun projects for the teacher, and/or an overall heightening of the pleasure of the classroom environment. Any major offense can be sent directly to an administrator.  Unacceptable behavior can be categorized as disruption, disrespect, and defiance.  Unacceptable behavior will not be tolerated.  

Makeup Work
Check makeup folders for missed assignments, either the day of your return or BEFORE the bell rings upon your return to class. You will be given three (3) days to get caught up, and it is your responsibility to make up assignments in the time allotted. If you are on a school approved field trip, makeup work is due immediately.

Assignment Collection
Assignments must be turned in during the scheduled class block and on time.  Essays will be accepted one (1) scheduled class day late with the highest grade possible being a 70%. Put your name, date, and period at the top of every assignment that you turn in. Failure to do so will result in the paper being placed in the “No Name Bin” and it is your responsibility to bring the paper to me with your name on it to notify me that it is yours. Points will be taken off each time this happens.  Please staple or paperclip multiple-page assignments together before turning them in. Try to have this done before the bell rings. The staple is a magnificent technological invention! Major Projects and Assignments will have a due date window.  Students will be notified of the appropriate due dates.  Assignments will not be accepted after the last class period of that window.

Printing
If your printer does not work or you don’t have one, you may print in the room but NOT during instructional time.  Do not abuse this policy.  Also, consider printing in the library or the computer labs.

Academic Dishonesty
This classroom is one that nurtures an appreciation of intellectual honesty.  Please be aware that academic dishonesty (copying/cheating/plagiarism) will be frequently monitored, is absolutely unacceptable, and will be punished at the highest level of consequence.  Unethical behavior will result in any or all of the following: loss of credit for the assignment, lowering of your conduct grade by a letter, possible loss of exemption status, and/or parental contact and administration notification.  As you know, plagiarism is the act of taking someone's words or ideas and submitting them (either orally or written) as if they were your own.  Some common examples of plagiarism include:
· The use of unauthorized secondary sources in the stead of the required primary sources (i.e. Cliff Notes, Book Rags, Pink Monkey, etc.)
· The “lifting” or copying of online or printed material from its original source for use in an original text without proper citation and documentation 
· The quoting or paraphrasing of facts/ideas from an online or printed source without using proper citation and documentation 

Binder and Organization
Please remember that it is your responsibility to maintain your binder. Papers that are lost will not be replaced, but may be acquired from the class website. Students can expect random “binder checks” for a daily grade.

No Sleeping
Please stay awake during class. It is absolutely unacceptable for you to have your head down during instruction. Sleeping in class will result in a detention session and/or further action if needed.

Cleanliness
Please make sure that your desk and floor areas are clean and free of trash. Please dispose of all food and drinks BEFORE entering the classroom. Small, resealable containers of liquid (bottled water or soda) will be allowed in the classroom. When you leave, look around your desk to ensure that you are leaving the space cleaner than you left it. 

Technology
Cell Phones, IPods, satellite radio receivers, portable radios, CD players, tape players, or any other electronic devices are prohibited from being used during regular school hours.  Any cell phone that is visible or activates in the building will be confiscated and turned into the office.  KEEP THESE DEVICES INSIDE YOUR BOOKBAGS!
Edmodo
www.edmodo.com The group code is 6nt41r. Students are highly recommended to join this site, as it will provide valuable information to them about the course.  Here you will find important information, due date reminders, and documents for the class, as well as a direct message function that will alert me quickly should the situation call for it.  Note: Only appropriate, academic inquiries about the course may be added to this site. Any misuse of the website will result in removal from the site and possible consequences. 

Handbook
The school’s handbook policies are in effect. A copy of the handbook is located in the classroom.

Changes
Course syllabi are intended to provide students with basic information concerning the course. The syllabus can be viewed as a “blueprint” for the course; changes to the syllabus can be made by the instructor at any time, and students will be informed of any substantive changes concerning examination, grading and/or attendance policies, and changes in all assignments with an adequate amount of advance notice.

Tutoring
My tutoring schedule is Tuesday and Thursday afternoons until 4:00 p.m. Please make an appointment if you plan to attend tutoring or need to meet with me at an alternate time. Please have your ride here at 4:00 p.m.

FINAL NOTE TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS
[image: ]I will go over specific classroom procedures with all students on the first day of class to cover policies and procedures that are specific to me.  There will be a learning period where we practice, practice, practice until the students are comfortable in their routine. We share a common goal for your son or daughter to successfully learn and grow this year.  It is important that we communicate early and clearly if your child is having a problem in my class.  My conference time is 7th period.  The best way to communicate with me is through e-mail.  I check my e-mail several times a day, and will respond quickly in most instances.  I appreciate the cooperation of both students and parents.  I want my students to be successful, now and in the future.  When we work together, all students can acquire the exemplary education which Dadeville High School and this English department offers.

[image: signature]
Mrs. Robyn Russell
Dadeville High School 
10th Pre-AP English, 12th English, 12th Honors English, and Yearbook



MRS. RUSSELL’S PARENT AND STUDENT CONTRACT 

Dear Parent/Guardian and Student, 

         I feel fortunate to have your son/daughter in my class this semester and hope that you will contact me should you have any concerns about the progress of your child.  Please read the attached policies, then sign and date this signature page.  Make sure your child has signed it as well.  The signed “Parent and Student Contact” form is due by Friday, August 23rd.  This will be your child’s first grade so please help them by returning it for their first 100! KEEP THE SYLLABUS IN YOUR BINDER ALL YEAR.  

Student Information (Please print neatly) 
Student Name:______________________________________________ 	Grade:_______ 
Address:________________________________________________		City:_____________________		Zip:______________
Home Phone #:_______________________			E-mail address:________________________________________
Who do you live with? (Parents, step-parents, grandparents, siblings, pets, & etc.) ___________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you participate in school related activities? ___ YES  ___ NO	List: ______________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you work?  ___ YES   ___ NO 	If so, where? ___________________________________________________________________________________________
What are your hobbies? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have access to a computer at home?   _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Can you access the Internet from this computer?  ________________________________________________________________________________________
Additional comments/concerns:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Information (Please print neatly) 
Name:__________________________________________			Employer:_______________________________________________
Work Phone #:________________________________			E-mail address: _________________________________________
Name:__________________________________________			Employer:_______________________________________________
Work Phone #:________________________________			E-mail address:_________________________________________

I have read and understand the rules, procedures, and expectations for my Honors English 12 course and pledge to uphold the policies as given.  I agree to do my best in all class assignments and to ask for help when needed.
Student Printed Name ______________________________________ 		Date _____________
Student Signature _________________________________________

I have read all of my child’s class rules and am aware of what will be expected of my child.  I also agree to support my child’s education by placing value on that education and remaining interested in my child’s progress.  I understand that it takes the student, the teacher, and parents working together to ensure success.
Parent or Guardian Printed Name: _________________________________ 	Date:_____________
Parent or Guardian Signature: ____________________________________
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